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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REGARD TO IRAN

The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran is an acknowledged power in the region. We believe that the exercise of regional power brings with it both the duty and the privilege of taking responsibility for regional peace and security. Two ways in which Iran might take its rightful place as a respected player on the world stage are by:

Involvement in the Middle East Peace Process, in particular by endorsing the Arab Peace Initiative
· The Organization of the Islamic Conference adopted the Arab Initiative when it met in Tehran in 2003.  The Iranian government should now confirm its direct support for the Arab Initiative. The states of the Arab world should encourage the government of Iran to issue a statement in support of the Arab Initiative immediately. 
Promoting the foundation of a regional security forum that would include Turkey, the Arab states and Israel, as well as Iran.  The forum would be focused on non-proliferation in the region.
· Ultimately this means working for a region free from weapons of mass destruction. Regional disarmament should be achieved using the signature, ratification and implementation of existing agreements where possible. Specifically, these could include the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, the Chemical Weapons Convention, and the Biological Weapons Convention. Any such forum should initially operate at a track two level in view of the involvement of the State of Israel. This is necessary because to operate such a forum without the involvement of the Middle East’s longest standing nuclear power would be ineffective. 


