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Next Century Foundation:

August 24th 2009


KEY RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REGARD TO THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS
We believe that it is of vital importance for all parties to enter into discussions regarding the implementation of a final agreement based on the Arab Peace Initiative.  We believe that all governments, both in the Middle East and North Africa  (MENA) and the world at large, should cooperate to embark on a campaign to gain popular support for a peace process. They should ensure that the local population is able to make informed decisions based on accurate and reliable information. This is especially important in view of the fact that all key decisions based on the Arab Peace Initiative or otherwise will almost inevitably go to referendum in both Israel and Palestine. The results of any referendum will be used to endorse a final package deal.
We recommend:

· The establishment of a prominent group of Israelis and Palestinians
 to: 

a. support and advance the peace process in general and revitalise the Arab Peace Initiative in particular

b. encourage open public debate on the issue
· The formation of a prominent and well funded international group to:

a. support the implementation of a final agreement based on the Arab Peace Initiative
b. advise the campaign on the ground in Israel and Palestine

c. encourage international cooperation among all parties

Implementation of these recommendations will develop a political environment that encourages transparency and greater accountability, while creating an atmosphere where concessions can be made on a reciprocal basis and with a clear, long-term vision.


SECONDARY RECOMMENDATIONS
· The aforementioned international group could be headed by a non-governmental tripartite committee to act as facilitators and to help push through the peace process, consisting of:

a. a senior level independent Western figure representing the USA and the Quartet as a whole
b. a senior level independent Arab figure to represent the interests of both the Palestinians and the wider Arab World
 

c. an equally respected Jewish representative to provide a fresh perspective on behalf the State of Israel

· This committee should support measures to enhance inter-party relations, preparing the parties for negotiations with clearly defined objectives.
· The committee should encourage the establishment of a standing delegation to Israel and Palestine (including Gaza) to advise the tripartite committee, the State of Israel and the Palestinian Authority on issues that they regard as important.  This delegation should be comprised of representatives of all key players from the West and the MENA region as a whole.

· This committee must be allowed to appoint observers on the ground who are able to move freely across territories and monitor any violations of a ceasefire.

Palestinian Elections

· The international community needs to promote democratic presidential and parliamentary elections in the Palestinian Authority. In order to do so it must engage fully with all political parties and encourage a coalition Palestinian government to facilitate these elections.

· The international community must agree in advance of the elections to recognise the democratically elected government that emerges. It must guarantee the new government full participation in the peace process as well as the resumption of full international aid to that government. These benefits should be contingent on the new government putting forward a resolution to the Palestinian National Assembly affirming that the Palestinian Authority recognises the State of Israel on its 1967 borders.

Gaza
· We view all sanctions on Gaza as counterproductive as they harm the people and are promoting the radicalisation of the population.  Israel, with the full cooperation of the international community, currently places sanctions on Gaza with regard to the transfer of goods, people, aid and capital.  The Arab World as a whole also provides de facto support to this agenda.

· Intra-Palestinian peace should not be a precondition to the lifting of current restrictions that obstruct the movement of goods, people and aid to and from Gaza.

· Negotiations for prisoner exchange must be made prior to the Palestinian elections, beginning with the release of Marwan Barghouti and Gilad Shalit. 
Refugees
· Individual refugees have an inalienable right of return, which is non-negotiable by any state, government or other third party. Whether that right in practice can be exercised is a different matter. An international fund should be established to provide compensation to all Palestinian refugees who choose not to exercise their right of return.
  

· Those who choose not to exercise their right of return should be allowed to remain as legal permanent residents in their current country of refuge.

· All refugees must have the right
:

a. to travel to and from Palestine
b. to reside in the Palestinian State
c. to visit holy sites and ancestral lands across borders

Responsible Media and Education
· We strongly recommend the reactivation of the Trilateral Anti-incitement Committee
 to foster commitment to non-sensational reporting and to encourage more reflective articles and positive contributions to peace
.

Grass-roots Initiatives

· Governments of the MENA region should encourage and support greater grass-roots initiatives through:

a. the development of public educational programmes that inform both the Palestinian and Israeli population of the benefits of a two-state solution and international humanitarian law. 

b. the encouragement  of inter-community activities and dialogue, for example:

· interfaith dialogue

· Youth conferences including internet conferencing to engage the youth of Gaza

· student exchanges

· bi-communal crèches

· inter-community support centres

· improved access to bilateral health programmes

· inter-community sports

· the empowerment of women

· joint business ventures


Delegates unanimously stressed that it is critically urgent to make the most of the unique window of opportunity currently available to produce a climate conducive to change
� To include key opinion formers such as authors, former diplomats, academics and other highly respected figures in society.


� This representative should be appointed subject to the approval of the Palestinian Authority but need not necessarily be a Palestinian.


� This representative should be appointed subject to the approval of the government of Israel but need not necessarily be an Israeli


� Regardless of the above, recognition of Israel should not be a precondition for dialogue. We believe that the current absence of dialogue promotes isolation and consequent extremism. 


� The definition of the word ‘refugee’ should be that agreed by the United Nations in this context.


� Subject to corresponding rights being afforded to Jewish refugees from Arab countries.


� The particular issue of access to Jerusalem was regarded as critically important by some conference delegates


� Palestine, Israel and the U.S.A


� The Trilateral Anti Incitement Committee was effective in removing incitements to racism from educational books and television in the brief period in which it was in place






